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From: McKay, Tod G -FS [tgmckay@fs.fed.us)
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dambrosiobrian@hotmail.com; dennis@kpax.com; editor@bitterrootstar.com;
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Fuellenbach, Kent -FS; Greg Chilcott; Hartwig, Boyd C -FS; info@newwest.net;
irina@kpax.com; jharmon@keci.com; kpekoc@niaid.nih.gov; lakemill@montana.com;
Rodreick, Leona M -FS; lesley@remotenewsservice.com; mark@kpax.com;
melissa@kpax.com; michael@bitterrootstar.com; Murphy, Elayne -FS; news@cfijournal.com;
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online@kpax.com; Perry Backus (pbackus@ravallirepublic.com); peterc@centric.net; Ravalli
Republic Newspaper; rbwerst@gmail.com, sally. mauk@umontana.edu; selliott@mt.gov,
Slown, Elizabeth A -FS; smauk@selway.umt.edu; Smith, Laura A -FS;
stevefullerton@gapbroadcasting.com; tracy_stone-manning@tester.senate.gov;
tyler.christensen@lee.net; bill grasser; Bitterrcot Chamber of Commerce;
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garymaclaren@yahoo.com; Hagengruber, John -FS; Jim Miller; J.R. Iman;
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Tod McKay (406) 363-7122
January 17. 2012
FREE AVALANCHE AWARENESS CLASS

Hamilton. MT. — The Bitterroot National Iorest is hosting a free avalanche awareness class on Wednesday.
January 25 from 7-9pm in Hamilton. The class is for downhill and cross-country skiers, snowboarders.
snowmobilers, snowshoe enthusiasts, mountaineers, winter recreationists and anyonc clse wanting (o learn
about avalanche awareness and winter safety. The introductory level class will take place at the Bitterroot
National Forest Office in Hamilton at 1801 N. First Street.

Bitterroot National Forest Hydrologist IEd Snook said, “The program will include information about avalanche
terrain, mountain weather, snowpack, stability cvaluation and decision making, proper winter clothing and
survival gear, and avalanche rescuc.” The class is being taught by Snook and Forest Scrvice Engincer Rich

Raines. both trained and certified avalanche specialists. Class size is limited to 30 participants. To register, call
363-7100.



Sections of Western Montana arc currently under an avalanche advisory duc to dangerous conditions at higher
elevations. Anyonc venturing out into the backcountry should be prepared and fully alert of the changing
weather conditions and avalanche dangers by visiting www.missoulaavalanche.org

For more information contact the Bitterroot National Forest or visit www_{s.usda.sov/bitterroot.
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