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CONDITIONS HAZARDOUS NEAR LAKE COMO

Hamilton, MT, — The Darby Ranger District is advising skiers, fisherman, and other winter recreationists to
usc caution while driving on Forest Service roads near Lake Como. With our recent sunny weather and higher
than normal temperatures, many arcas arc experiencing excessive snowmelt during the day and the runoff is
freezing at night, creating sheets of ice that are dangerous to negotiate. As weather warms there could be water
on top of ice or as we get snow it will be snow on ice creating additional safety hazards. At the same time, the
runoff also creates a soft roadbed on dirt roads that is easily damaged by vehicle traffic.

Another concern at Lake Como is thin icc. The warmer temperatures have melted the ice on the lake and in
many spots it’s not thick cnough to support anyone walking on it, or trying activities like ice skating or ice
fishing.

“We are advising people to usc caution while recreating ncar Lake Como,” said Darby District Ranger Chuck
Oliver. “Driving conditions are hazardous and ice on the lake is shrinking, and we don’t want a fun family
outing to turn into a dangerous situation.”

For morc information contact the Darby Ranger District at (406) 821-3913.

Stay in touch with the Bitterroot National Forest through www.facebook.com/DiscoverTheBitterroot and
www.twitter.com/BitterrootNF.
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