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By Tim Leeds

Officials deny 'drunken Indians' comment

Commissioner calls Havre Daily to task for failing 'due dilige
gence
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pei™tidad spoken before ruiining the articles ~il appears he may no1 have spoken l0 any°ne'

-We have not been able to verify in any way shape or form him communicating with anybody »
letcrson sa.d It really concerns me that the Havre Daily New.s is reprinting information from" '

^ ^ ^^^^* fOl'°W "P *"* ^^ md ^ ifi" facl lhis

ll^Sf^lnf™f™skVs c°™< came at the end of a meeting with representatives of
Iht Confederated Salish and Kootena< Tribes held to discuss the tribe's wish to place some land
sacred to its members in a federal trust.

Tribal Council member Steve Lozar told the commision he was deeply offended by Wisniewski's

Sprite reP°rlS' and th£ COmmissi°n Wednesday voted to hand-deliver an apology to

Peterson said the Hill County Commission has received a multitude of phone calls about the articles.

"We do not need that kind of information coming out in Hill County or even the surrounding counties
to, if you will, badmouth us when it's not true," he said. ^uuues

The Havre Daily News attempted to contact Hill County SheriffDon Brostrom - the counts'
detention center is an arm of the sheriffs office - before running the article, but Brostrom was out of
state and did not receive the message before the articles ran.

Wisniewski does not have a listed number or contact information. The Havre Daily made requests for
that information last Monday to the Ravalli County Commission, which has not yet Responded

County officials have made their own inquiries. Brostrom provided the Havre Daily with a codv of an
email conversation between officials in the Hill County and Ravalli County attorn y's offices wWch
reports that Ravall, County Commissioners Jeff Burrows and Ron Slollz "both said thatt
give ™e'' ^ WUh ° C°mmiSSiOner (nOt law enforcement, as reported in the paper), but didn't

"We are haying so many negative comments directed at local law enforcement, which doesn't iust

Ser it( UI1T She'fjl indUdeS BlainC C°Unty- fiSh ond *a™' ** ***** deX^TtheBo.dc 1 atiol ... every law enforcement agency in Hill County got a black eye over that and I thinl it
was credited inappropriately,'- he said. ' tllUlk ll

Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks Game Warden Shane Reno and U.S. Border Patrol Deputy Chief

J^irr::*:rat the press mram this—^*—^s~
F^r^i HucSlis"nd }!ni Count>' Undersheriff Jamieson Ross and Blaine County Undersheriff
Frank B, mayer all made comments that the people in the Hill County Detention Center a c the e
because they are accused of breaking the law. and no other reason, and the law enforceme, t and
detention center officers simply are doing as Montana law requires.
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many are serving time

"The jail is a melting pot. We gel who we gel," he said.
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