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RAVALLI COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
215 S.4th Street, Suite A
Hamilton,MT. 59840

406-375-6500
eommissioners@rc.mtflnv

JulieKing
1801 North First
Hamilton, MT. 59840

Dear Julie,

The Board of Ravalli County Commissioners (BCC) held ascheduled meeting on 26 May 2015
to discuss filing an objection to the draft Record of Decision (ROD) on the Bittcrroot National
l'o ct1ravel Management Plan. The Board approved sending aletter objecting to the process
and he non-compliance wth the CFR's, policies, and directives which outline ic req "m n,
fo« coordmaHon, communication and meaningful participation from local government soE d
by the Forest Service. The Board is also challenging the decision that Ravalli Cou.uy h*no
XiEiXsiszrKo,lowin8 ™facis and do—ion that ~&—
\t^uTbGr f2^^ ChlCf LeSlie Weld0Q isSUed aMemorandum to Regionalhorcsters regarding Public Involvement in the Travel Management Rule. The entire letter
nT^h ,T iPU ,l° im'0,VCmCnt; howcvcr>two ^mente require communication andpa,tnc.sh.p between local government and the Forest Service be solicited (by the Forest Service)
Ihe hrst quote from Ms. Weklon's requiring this participation is the Forest Service "must I
engage the public mthe process by holding regular meetings with local officials, such as
Sheriffsoffices and county commissioners" and the second reference to this requirement is "It is
h ->£ wSr'Tl0 ,istcn !0' anud solicit input fro,n locaI officia,s and ** Sh atlarge. Ms Weldon makes ,t very clear that the Forest Service must solicit input Iron local
government. The Forest Service did not solicit input or make an attempt for local government to
participate cooperatively or in any meaningful way with the Forest Service •

™t4tSS^g;'ri0n!(CFR) a'S? l'CqUirCS «"*«»*» *** local government. 36CI R219 4(a)(3)(b) titled Coordination with other public planning efforts states- "The
responsible official shall coordinate land management planning with the equivalent and
elated planning efforts of federally recognized Indian Tribes, Alaska Native Corpomtons other

Federal agencies, and Stale and local governments." 36 CFR 219.4 (a)(2) stales that National



Forest System planreviewshall include consideration of the following criteria as expressed in
local plans and policies:

(i) The compatibility andinterrelated impacts of theplans andpolicies
(ii) Opportunities for the planto address theimpacts identified or to contribute to

joint objectives
(iii) Opportunities to resolve or reduce conflicts, within thecontext of developing the

plan's desired conditionor objectives.

The Ravalli County Boardof Commissioners, after holding a number ofpublic meetings and
considering hours of public comment, adopted viaresolution 2978, theRavalli County Natural
Resource Policy (RCNRP). This policy has been submitted to theForest Service as a policy to
beconsidered whendeveloping or revising National ForestLandplans or policies. The RCNRP
was developed to ensure that local government would have a documented andadopted policy
that wouldallow meaningfulparticipationwithFederal agencies, especially whenFederalpolicy
is being developed or revised. TheRCNRP outlines Goals and Objectives important to Ravalli
County under some of thefollowing criteria: Water, Grazing, Road and Trails (Access and
Transportation), Endangered Species, Wildlife, Law Enforcement, etc. TheForest Service has
officially received thisplanandhasfailed to meaningfully coordinate with local government and
the adopted policy.

Othersections in the Code of FederalRegulations require Federal agencies to work with local
government. 40CFR1506.2 (b) states: Agencies shall cooperate with State and local agencies to
thefullest extentpossible to reduce duplication between NEPA and Stateand localrequirements,
unless theagencies are specifically barred from doing sobysome other law. Except for cases
covered by paragraph (a)of thissection, such cooperation shall to thefullest extent possible
include:

(1) Joint planning processes.
(2) Joint environmental researchand studies.
(3) Joint public hearings (except where otherwise provided by statute).
(4) Joint environmentalassessments.

Through codes, policy, and directive letters, it is clear that local officials, elected by the citizens
in that jurisdictional area, should have notonly standing, buta seatat thedecision-making table.
This seat at the table can be represented as cooperation, collaboration, coordination or
communication, but it is clear that federal agenciesmust solicit local government input and
coordinate with local plans and policies.

TheRavalli County Board ofCounty Commissioners wouldrespectfully requestthat the
determination ofstanding be over-turnedand the ForestService uphold their requirement for
meaningful communication withlocal government on important decisions in theNational Forest
located in their jurisdiction.



Sincerely,
BOARD OF RAVALLI COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

^/&~*~**—~--
Je^Bucrows, Chairman

J.R. Iman, Member

)oug Schaflenbefger, Member
>/$A~ s 'J1- /s

reg(jhilcott, Member

Tom Tidwell, Leslie Weldon, 1400Independence Ave., SW, Washington, D.C., 20250
David Schmid, Federal Building, P.O. Box 7669, Missoula, Montana 59807-7669

Senator Steve Daines, 320 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510
Senator Jon Tester, 311 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510-2604

Representative Ryan Zinke, 113 CannonHouseOffice Building, Washington, DC 20515

Governor Steve Bullock, PO Box 200801, Helena MT 59620-0801
Attorney General Tim Fox, PO Box 201401, Helena, MT 59620-1401

Senator Fred Thomas

Senator Pat Connell

Representative Nancy Ballance
Representative Ron Ehli
Representative Theresa Manzella
Representative Ed Greef


