
From The Desk of Larry A. Strate, J.D.
Emeritus Associate Professor of Business Law, UNLV

610 North First Street, # 5-436
Hamilton, Montana 59840

May 13, 2015

Mr. J. R. Iman, Commissioner ^fV£x)
r\avcmi v^uuiuy ouiiiuiis&iuiieis

Administrative Building ^ *W l/Linur
Ravalli County Commissioners
Administrative Building
Hamilton, Montana 59840 ^*vaiu County r

Subject: Road Improvement Schedule *"-—L__ / ]—t-—_

Greetings:

The publication of a seven-year road pavement improvement schedule
has prompted this letter and attachments. Please make sure that this becomes
part of the public record regarding your consideration of the proposed schedule.
I had hoped to deliver this sooner, but have been called out of state for a family
matter.

I am writing this letter to the commission because there has been a
change of commission membership since June of 2014, the date of the letter and
petition prepared at that time. (See Attachments) For the record my physical
address is 246 Daly Avenue and has been for the past ten years.

The new commission members may not be aware of the 300+ petition
signers asking for a review of the plans for resurfacing Daly Avenue in 2014.
According to the suggested plan, Daly Avenue isn't scheduled for paving until
2018.

The continuous and congested use of Daly Avenue has made a grid lock
on Daly Avenue twice daily because of the drop off and pick up traffic at the
school. Twice a day the traffic enters from Kurtz as well as parking on Daly to
drop off and pick up students. Exit is to and via Daly Avenue. To cite the letter of
June 15th, usage includes a change in number of students at Daly School from
359 last year to 431 this year: some 72 students and according to the Hamilton
school district, 73 staff, and 45 new families from Grantsdale School. Activity
increases from spring baseball activities, soccer, gym rental on weekends,
school board meetings, parent teacher conferences, baseball on weekends and
evenings.

I am unaware of any other road in the valley that has as consistently so
much daily traffic - resident traffic, school traffic, delivery vehicles, school



busses, and parents/guardians chauffeuring students. This does not even
mention any emergency vehicles that have to get through on a call. .

It would seem appropriate that the county's Secure Rural Schools Account
should be used first at the Daly School, rather than some other lanes located
throughout the valley with only a fraction of continued usage.

This last year one commissioner listened to the request of the signers of
the petition, came out, drove the street and was instrumental in getting it
patched, because it was a safety hazard as well as being a road disaster. While
this is a stopgap measure, the concern of lack of care of Daly Avenue by the
Road Department is continuing. According to memories of people who have
lived on Daly for many years, their recollection was itwas paved approximately in
1949. The last rolled payment was done in 1992. The repairs on the road have
continued annually, and 2014 was no exception. Whether it was paved 66 years
ago, or rolled 23 years ago, this is not acceptable maintenance or upkeep.
Patching has become an annual happening.

I am encouraged to learn that the road department is preparing a plan of
road repair and maintenance, but I take exception to the continued delay on Daly
Avenue that is scheduled for at least three more years.

As I looked over the list in the Bitterroot Star, I do not see an explanation
for making the proposal. Communication by the road department is an issue.
As a county department, they have a responsibility of communicating and
explaining their actions to the general public at least via to the governing body in
the county.

Please understand the frustration and apparent disregard to the public
request as to why Daly Avenue's repair is still 3 years in the future when the
need for paving is already long overdue. Much has changed and the use is not
going to diminish in the near future. Please suggest that Daly be repaved in
2015/2016. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Larry A. Strate, J.D.



June 15, 2014

Mr. Dusty McKern, Manager
Ravalli County Roads and Bridges
244 Fairgrounds Road
Hamilton, Montana 59840

RavalliCounty Commissioners
215 South Fourth Street
Hamilton, Montana 59840

SUBJECT: Daly Avenue from Marcus Streetto Golf Course Road

Greetings:

We are asking for a review of the plans for resurfacing Daly Avenue which we
understand is some 5 years in the future according to Mr. McKern and Commissioner Iman
The change of circumstance is the increased traffic usage due in part to the closing of the
Grantsdale School and also involves the growth east of Daly and south of Daly who use Daly
Avenue to avoid 5 traffic lights on U.S. Highway 93. Usage includes a change in number of
students at Daly School from 359 last year to 431 this year, some 72 students and according to
the Hamilton school district, 73 staff, 45 new families from Grantsdale School. Activity
increases come from: spring baseball activities, soccer (Spring, Summer, Fall), gym rental on
weekends, school board meetings, parent teacher conferences, Bitterroot Coop people-
physical therapists and speech therapists etc., we don't want to forget all the personnel who
work at the school, nor the Administration Building personnel across from the school. Similarly
we are asking for a traffic count, and it needs to be done while school is in session, not during
summer recess. We are also asking you to make the results available to us and tothe County
Commissioners.

The reasons we are asking for reconsideration include the winter weather breakup to the
asphalt because of frost bumps, pot holes, pot holes in patched asphalt, and breaks in the
asphalt. On June 4th, Commissioner Iman and Daly resident Larry Strate drove the Daly Street.
Strate had contacted Mr. Iman by phone earlier. The conclusion was that the pot holes needed
to be fixed, so did the frost bumps, and cracks and crevices. Because of the narrow street, the
edges needed to be graded and repaired, as that's where the drivers have to drive to
accommodate two lane traffic. We appreciate Mr. Iman's visit to the Daly Avenue, and extend
to you or any of your staff, an Invitation and as well an invitation to every County Commissioner
to drive through the neighborhood. The street is a safety hazard, with cars dodging potholes
and kids. Accidents just waiting to happen! Just watch out for the potholes!!, the swerving cars
andthe students eitherwalking to school or riding bicycles..

Mr. Iman said the potholes, frost bubbles and road side would be fixed. We inquired the
same of the Road Department and only received a generic "soon". - hardly an acceptable
response. It makes you wonder what kind of scheduling does the Road Department have?
Whafs wrong with sharing that information with the residents in the county when asked about
repair work?



Inquiry was made about Kurtz Lane, and the increased traffic flow apparently changed
ifs priority. The same argument can be made regarding the exit flow on Daly from the entrance
flow on Kurtz. Revisit your priority list as changes in circumstances regarding traffic count,
usage and routing have placed a greater burden on this street than most others.

If you don't reside or work on the street, you probably would miss the need for safe
access and egress for ambulance, fire truck and any other emergency vehicle such as both
county and city police departments as well as a safe place for those who live on Daly Avenue.
We can't forget the Montessori School, its staff and students, Apartment complexes that only
use Daly Avenue for travel, the Daly Condominium Association. In an unscientific survey, an
evening count approximated ± 140 vehicles parked at residences and apartment complexes.
This was a count taken on the evening of June 5, 2014. Again, this is in addition to the school
traffic. What we have ended up with is an unsafe, unhealthy and potentially dangerous situation.
If an ambulance or county/ sheriff, or fire department or any other emergency vehicle needs to
respond, ft has to be able to do so. Currently that scenario is questionable. We are also asking
for an inspection of the road. .

In response to the observed traffic congestion, Daly school has already changed its
traffic pattern in order to accommodate the associated problems of an increased overcrowded
traffic flow; they have placed crossing guards on Daly, and rerouted drop off and pick up
locations by an entry from Kurtz to an exit on Daly.

We understand the concept of budget shortfalls, of the miles of road in the county that
need to be maintained, we also understand that asphalt allocation has not vet been finalized,
nor has a review of the priority list for this year been completed.

The undersigned have private residences on Daly or conduct business at that location
to include staff and teachers and administrators in the School District, the Fire Department, the
County Sheriffs Office, Hamilton City Police, and Marcus Daly Emergency Services.

We are also requesting an audience with the County Commissioners to present our
request for reconsideration, review of current priority list, and traffic count, hopefully with a result
of a higher position on the priority list.

Brent Huseby
227 Daly Avenue
Hamilton, Montana 59840



DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE % OF i
The following petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to GolfCourse Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip
and seal" in 1992 (22 years ago). The Office of County Commissioners cannot find any record thus far.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE I OF^s
The following petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip
andseal" in 1992(22yearsago). The Office ofCounty Commissioners cannotfind anyrecord thusfar.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE OF 3
The following petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letterdated June 1^2014 addressed to the

Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of Daly
Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip and
seal" in 1992 (22 years ago). The Office of County Commissioners cannot find any record thus far.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE / ofV
The following petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip
andseal' in 1992 (22 yearsago). TheOffice ofCounty Commissioners cannot find anyrecord thusfar.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE / OF £~
The following petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip
and seal" in 1992 (22 years ago). The Office of County Commissionerscannot find any record thus far.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE / OF (p
The following petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip
and seal' in 1992 (22 years ago). The Office of CountyCommissionerscannot findany record thus far.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE /of 1
The following petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip
and seal" in 1992 (22 years ago). The Office of CountyCommissioners cannot find any record thus far.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE /ofH
Thefollowing petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter datedJune 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip
and seal" in 1992 (22 years ago). The Office ofCounty Commissioners cannot find any record thus far.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE /or?
The following petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip
and sear in 1992 (22 years ago). The Office of County Commissioners cannot find any record thus far.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE /of 10
The following petition is attached by reference to a2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Departmenfs last record was "chip
and seal" in 1992 (22 years ago). The Office of County Commissioners cannot find any record thus far

c&d

PRINT NAME/
SIGNATURE

•ML

Ul\t(ufof*A(iUst\

?<4&LA /l/(£/ml

ADDRESS

354-wt tea iwuu

PERSONS
INTEREST

AW'//<•-> hAir

^t^JLL'T^ . Alt
fAS' {rr<(nt£<X*lt £/

j-fam/l-hnv m-r#Wtt(\

&*numn iUXTcrYt-t&
2// &' peswft-

Wo£to^ t,*^

7"V * fV/S -~

(J.hurrLj

V>7

t^j^tkeJc.
•ire & f\"cv.\

»t

trSo^Q<iASeW

_ &97/YJ*J[k.tf*u.fa /I

DATE

6

•A/' */



DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE / OF M

The following petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to
the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip
and seal" in 1992 (22 years ago). The Office of County Commissioners cannot find any record thus far.

« PRINT NAME/ PERSONS
SIGNATURE ADDRESS INTEREST DATE
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE / OF *<A
The foltowing petition isattached byreference to a2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip
and seal" in 1992 (22 years ago). The Office of County Commissioners cannot find any record thus far
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE /0F|3
The following petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip
and seal" in 1992 (22 years ago). The Office of CountyCommissioners cannot find any record thus far.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE I of/5"
Thefollowing petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Departmenfs last record was "chip
and seal" in 1992 (22 years ago). TheOffice ofCounty Commissioners cannot find anyrecord thusfar.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE Ja,H>
The following petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip
and seal" in 1992(22 years ago). The Office of County Commissioners cannot find any recordthus far.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE /of/?
The following petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Departmenfs last record was "chip
and seal" in 1992 (22 years ago). The Office of County Commissioners cannot find any record thus far.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE JLqfII
The following petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip
and seal" in 1992(22yearsago). The Office ofCounty Commissioners cannotfind any record thusfar.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE LofJ3
Thefollowing petition is attached by reference to a 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Department's last record was "chip
andseal" in 1992 (22 yearsago). The Office ofCounty Commissioners cannot find anyrecord thusfar.
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DALY AVENUE PETITION SIGNATURES PAGE / OF 3-0
The following petition isattached by reference toa 2 page letter dated June 15, 2014 addressed to

the Ravalli County Road Department and to Ravalli County Commissioners requesting an inspection of
Daly Avenue from Marcus to Golf Course Road. The County Road Departmenfs last record was "chip
and seal" in1992 (22 years ago). The Office of County Commissioners cannot find any record thus far.
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(EndorsementRequired)

Rostrlclod Dolivory Feo
(Endorsement Required)

Total Postage & Foos

•-•)

52.03

S3.30

$2.70

«).(

.{ffl.,03

Sonl To :KcC,i_ ds/3y±b*£^...

twCily,Slate. ZIP+4

PS Form 3800, August 2005 Sco Reverse for Instructions

! SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION

Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete
item 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired.
Print your name and address on the reverse
so that we can return the card to you.
Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece,
or on the front if space permits.

1. Article Addressed to:

0

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY

B. Received by (PrintedName)

&

D Agent
• Addressee

C. Date of Delivery

i adk
D. Isdelivery addressdifferent from item 1? ' • Yes
l IfYES, enter delivery address below: d No

1ps

3. Service Type

^3 Certified Mail" H Priority Mall Express'"
n Registered D Return Receipt for Merchandise
D Insured Mail D Collect on Delivery

4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fee) • Yes

2. Article Number

(Transfer from service label)
7D15 ETED DDDD SM73 £MEM

PS Form3811, July 2013 Domestic Return Receipt
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U.S. Postal Service™
CERTIFIED MAIL™ RECEIPT

mamsBjE3L

'mum ht"5^I) . .:. I. .;,'
Poslngo

Cortlllod Foo

Rotum RocoiptFoo
(EndorsementRequired)

RestrictedDelivery Foo
(Endorsement Required)

Total Postago & Foos

0

$2.03

$3.30

$2.70

MM.

*8-tt*
Ss/ir 7b

A^^-Uc ^Crt*-t* (-v/ O**^^
or PO Box No.

aiy'siaie'ZIPi'l'
15:. 3, 4^5-v.

PS Form 3800, August 2Q00 See Rovorso for Instructions

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION

Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete
item 4 if Restricted Deliveryis desired.
Print your name and address on the reverse
so that we can return the card to you.
Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece,
or on the front if space permits.

1. Article Addressed to:

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY

inature

•W.U ^A.Wf£T • Agent
• Addressee

B. Receivedby (Printed Name) C. Date of Delivery

D. Is deliveryaddress different from item 17
If YES,enter delivery address below:

• Yes

• No

CMerf

'Mihert
3. Service Type

B Certified Mail8
• Registered
• Insured Mail

D Priority Mail Express"
• Return Receipt forMerchandise
D Collect on Delivery

4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fee) • Yes

2. Article Number

(Transfer fromservice label) 7015 ETED DDDD 5473 E41?
PS Form 3811, July 2013 Domestic Return Receipt
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HAMILTON MPO

HAMILTON, Montana
598403S98

2907770840-0096

07/16/2014 (406)363-1445 08:12:38 AM

————-—-——— Qaloc Doroirvt* ————-^—~Odlco rvcLcipL —

Product Sale Unit Final

Description Qty Price Price

(Forever) 1 $9.80 $9.80
Star-Spangled Banner PSA BKLT/20
HAMILTON MT 59840-2703 $2.03
Zone-0

First-Class Mail Large Env
5.20 02.

Expected Delivery: Thu 07/17/14
Return Rcpt (Green $2.70
Card)
83 Certified $3.30
USPS Certified Mail »:
70122920000054732417

Issue PVI: $8.03

HAMILTON MT 59840-3139 $2.03
Zone-0

First-Class Mail Large Env
5.20 oz.

Expected Delivery: Thu 07/17/14
Return Rcpt (Green $2.70
Card)
ffi Certified $3.30
USPS Certified Mail «:
70122920000054732424

Issue PVI: $8.03

Total: $25.86

Paid by.


