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Ravalli County Commission
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Hamilton, MT 59840

Dear Commission:

As afifth generation Montana^
and Natural Resources, I am
national forests. The status

habitat, recreational access,

December 18,2014

and an incomingmember of the U.S. Senate Committee on Energy
committed to finding solutions that restore active management to our

is unacceptable and detrimental to forest health, wildfireconditions,
our once-vibrant timber economy alike.

quo

and

It is imperative that forest reform legislationimprove conditionsin all ten ofMontana's national
forests, creategood-paying jo ss in our timber industry, improve recreational access, and fulfill the
federal government's century' old promiseto our forested counties to provide sustainablerevenues
for their schoolsand roads. Earlier this year, Congress took an importantstep in the right direction
by passing reforms in the FarmBillto expedite collaborative-based projects on Forest Service lands
sufferingfrom insect infestatibn. However, muchmoreneeds to be done to address the systemic
challenges facing federal fore rts in Montana and increase responsible timber harvests on
nonreserved lands.

I believe Montanans are best jositioned to developsensiblereforms to the federal policies that
directly impactthem. I therefore kindlyrequest yourthoughts on what specifically Congress should
do to restore active land managementin our national forests. As part of your input, I requestyour

to providetimelyenvironmental reviews oftimber projects, reducethoughts on potential reforms
obstructive appeals and litigation, andset clear harvest targets for the ForestService to meetwhile

to do so. Because I plan to promptly provide recommendations to thegiving the agency the latitude
Energyand Natural Resources Committee, I request yourwrittenresponse by January 15,2015.

Thank you in advance for yoir feedback, andI lookforward to working closelywithyouandother
Montanans on this and other importantissues to our state.Please email your formal written
responses to mystaffmembei, Meghan Marino, at Meghan.Marino@mail.house.gov or
Meghan Marino(S)JDaines.Senate.gov, active January 5,2015.

Sincerely,

STEVE DAINES

Member ofCongress (MT)
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