
Ravalli County Commissioners Office

From: MACO <MACO@mtcounties.org>
Sent: Monday, November 10,2014 8:24 AM
To: MACO

Subject: Ebola in perspective

Commissioners,

Be honest, how would you react if you were told that someone you just shook hands with had just
returned from Capetown, South Africa?

Would it help if you knew that it was over 4,000 miles from Capetown to the three African Countries
that are experiencing the Ebola outbreak, Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia?

Would it help to know that as of October 1, 2014 Ebola has infected 7,178 people and killed 3,338
while Influenza kills an average of 23,000 people annually in the US and over 250,000 worldwide?

I ran across an article in the Washington Post that I though was worth sharing with you. It puts the
Ebola outbreak in a different perspective . I encourage you to review the article at the link below.

http://www.washinatonpost.com/bloQs/worldviews/wp/2014/ll/03/map-the-africa-without-
ebola/?wpisrc=pdwmk

However a quick visual demonstration of the area affected in the context of the entire African
continent puts it in a different perspective because I think most of us really do not realize that it is a
very small area that is affected which is shown in the first map below.

Then when the entire continent is put into perspective for size with the rest of the world, we really
get a true picture of the affected area. That is shown in the second map.

Guinea is 94,927 sq miles
Sierra Leone is 27,699 sq miles
Liberia is 43,000 sq miles

That means the total area of the counties that are affected is 162,626 sq miles, slightly less than the
area in California.

However the population of the affected countries tells a different story

Guinea 10.5 million

Sierra Leone 6 million

Liberia 4 million

The total population of the three affected countries is approximately 20.5 million, which is about the
same as New York City, Los Angeles, Chicago, Houston, Philadelphia and Phoenix combined.



Bottom line - get a flu shot!

Harold Blattie, Executive Director
Montana Association of Counties

2715 Skyway Drive
Helena MT 59602

406.449.4360 (W)
406.698.0939 (C)
406.442.5238 (F)
hblattie@mtcounties.org

www, mtcounties.org
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Map: The Africa without Ebola

By Adam Taylor S >ff Follow@mradamtaylor

(Anthony England / ©EbolaPhone)

Ebola is a frightening, unpredictable disease. Nearly 5,000

West Africans have died from the current outbreak with

more than 13,000 people thought infected.

However, so far the problem remains largely limited to

Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone. Two other countries,

Nigeria and Senegal, have had cases, yet are now Ebola-

free. The DR Congo had an outbreak of a different strain of

Ebola that now looks like it might be contained. And while

there has been one case of the disease in Mali, the patient

died and no others have been confirmed at the time of

writing —though that may well change.

Despite clear geographical limits to the Ebola outbreak,

main' Americans seem confused. How else could you

explain the recent Ebola scare that kept two children who

A &

Advertisement

Page 1of 6

^246

lmp://www.wash ingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2014/1 l/03/map-the-africa-without-ebola/?wpisrc=pd... 11/10/2014



Map: The Africa without Ebola - The Washington Post

had moved from Rwanda to New Jersey

from attending school, despite the fact the East African

country is Ebola-free (and further from West Africa than

New Jersey is to Texas)? Or the resignation ofa teacher in

Kentucky due to a backlash to her traveling to Kenya? Or

the significant cancellation of tourist trips to places like

Kenya, Zimbabwe and South Africa?

These countries are nowhere near the West African

countries where Ebola is actually a problem. Frustrated by

this, Anthony England, a British chemist who earned a

doctorate at Massachusetts Institute ofTechnology and

has spent a significant amount of time in sub-Saharan

Africa, decided to make a map to help explain what

countries currently have Ebola cases and which don't. You

can see the map above.

England has some relevant back story here as well: "I used

to run scientific conferences in West Africa, to make

leading scientific researchers, and problem solvers in

general, in the West all the more aware of the pressing

concerns of the developing world," he explains in an

e-mail. While his company, Mangosteen, ultimately

wound down almost 10 years ago, he now sees the Ebola

outbreak as proof that the West needs to pay more

attention to what happens in Africa.
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"In the case of this Ebola outbreak, a problem which does

not yet have a scientific solution and which started in a

village in the developing world is actually visiting New

York City and the West," he writes. "Eventually the rich

world will realize that it makes no sense to leave one part

of the world struggling in poverty with such terrible

national infrastructures. Before it's done, this Ebola

outbreak might teach them all that."

Ultimately, it was frustration that led England to make the

map and share it on his Twitter account, which he uses to

post information about Ebola. It has since spread around

the Internet, with his initial post retweeted hundreds of

times.

"Ignorance & misinformation is a big problem with Ebola.

So a clueless Kentucky school causing the resignation of a

teacher because she spent time in Kenya is just idiocy," he

writes, "And that idiocy leads to fear which leads to people

like Chris Christie implementing nonsensical anti-science

quarantine restrictions. Ebola in the U.S. is becoming a

farce."

Of course, there are some caveats to the map. England's

decision to not include Mali or the DR Congo, despite the
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fact neither have been declared free of Ebola, has caused

some thoughtful criticism. England writes that he

understands the criticism, but his point still stands: "There

are only 3 problem countries, and the world needs to know

that," he explains.

It's a fair point. Africa is a vast, under-covered continent

and Westerners often have trouble understanding its

geography. Earlier this year, The Washington Post ran an

online quiz that asked our readers to name African

nations. The results were not heartening:

For added perspective, it's worth looking at a map

first published in 2010 by cartographer Kai Krause. Keep it

in mind when thinking of Ebola and Africa.
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