Ravalli Countj/ Commissioners Office

N I
From: McKay, Tod G -FS <tgmckay@fs.fed.us>
Sent: Friday, November 7, 2014 11:01 AM
To: Baumer, Amy E -FS; Andy Polumsky ; apmontana@ap.org; ashley sanchez - ktmf; ‘bill

grasser’; 'Bitterroot Chamber of Commerce’; bitterrootrcd@cybernet1.com;
‘ckoures@keci.com’; Connie Barry; contact@klyq.com; Ravalli County Commissioners
Office; ‘dambrosiobrian@hotmail.com’; dave campbell; Dean Jordan - Bitterroot Cyclist ;
‘dennis@kpax.com’; ‘editor@bitterrootstar.com’; Ravalli Republic Newspaper;
‘editor@rockymountainrider.com’; edward.obrien@umontana.edu; emily foster - ktmf;
Erik S. Hoover; fredweis@cybernet1.com; FS-pdI r1 bitterroot; Greg Chilcott;
Hagengruber, John -FS; Hartwig, Boyd C -FS; info@newwest.net; Jeff Burrows; Jenn
Turner; Jim Cline - Flyfishers of the Bitterroot (mtkimo@q.com); "Jim Miller'; Jim Thomas
- Valley United Insurance; Burns, Joan D -FS; John Schneeberger - RC Economic
Development; J.R. Iman; Karin Mayn; kgvonewsroom@townsquaremedia.com; Kim Vietz
- Teller; 'kpekoc@niaid.nih.gov'; *kphilips@montana.com’; ‘lakemili@montana.com";
Smith, Laura A -FS; Stevenson, Lori W -FS; McKay, Tod G -FS; ‘melissa@kpax.com’;
michaelwells645@gmail.com; ‘michael@bitterrootstar.com’; Mike Hoyt - Bitterroot xc ski
club; jeffordsmj@aol.com; newsroom@maxmontana.com; Nancy Ballance;
news@keci.com; news@kpax.com; newsdesk@missoulian.com; ‘npollman20@aol.com’;
‘online@kpax.com’; 'Perry Backus; perrybackus@yahoo.com; ‘peterc@centric.net’;
‘pmoore@mt.gov’; rbwerst@gmail.com; Rep. Ed Greef - HD 90; ‘rhawk@bresnan.net’;
‘rhnews@custertel.net’; Rick Floch; 'ricklaible@aol.com’; Robin Holcomb - Stevi Civic
Club; Rodreick, Leona M -FS; Ron Stoltz; rrconner1@gmail.com;
‘rscheele@darby.k12.mt.us’; Ravalli County Sheriff Office; Sherry Devlin;
‘shrose@mt.gov'; Slown, Elizabeth A -FS,; ‘stevefullerton@gapbroadcasting.com’; Suzy
Foss; Teri Polumsky; ‘tyler.christensen@lee.net’; vcrowser@mt.gov
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Tod McKay (406) 363-7122
November 7, 2014

CHRISTMAS TREE PERMITS AVAILABLE BEGINNING MONDAY

Hamilton, MT. - Cutting your own Christmas tree is a special holiday outing available to those who live near
National Forest Lands. There’s an abundant choice of trees and species on the Bitterroot National Forest. In
order to remove a Christmas tree from the National Forest, you need to have a Christmas tree permit. They
may be purchased for $5 beginning this Monday, November 10th at any Forest Service office or at authorized
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retailers including Bob Ward’s in Hamilton, Mr. T’s in Darby, Merc Fresh Market in Corvallis, Cenex in
Stevensville, and the Lone Pine Conoco in Hamilton. Only cash or personal check will be accepted for

payment.

Here are some tips for you to get the best tree possible, and manage the forest for years to come.

1. Taking a tree from an overcrowded area will give the remaining trees more space, moisture and light to
grow.

2. Cutting is not allowed in tree plantations, previously thinned areas, restricted areas such as developed
recreation sites or existing timber sale areas.

3. Please do not cut out the top of a tree or leave a stump higher than eight inches.

4. Be sure you are cutting your tree on National Forest land. Maps of the National Forest may be
purchased at any Forest Service office Mon-Fri. 8:00 a.m. —4:30 p.m. Maps are $10 each.

5. Be prepared for winter conditions and take a vehicle equipped with 4-wheel drive, snow tires or
chains. Start early since winter days are shorter. Keep a watchful eye for snowmobiles and other
recreationists walking, skiing, or sledding on back roads.

6. If the tree won’t be set up right away, store it in a cool area. When you’re ready to bring it indoors, cut
at least an inch off the bottom. The tree will be thirsty so make sure there is always plenty of water in
the tree stand. This will prolong the life of the tree through the holidays.

7. Permits are for personal use only and limited to three per family. If you want to remove Christmas trees
for fundraising or boughs for commercial use, please visit or call the Darby Ranger District at (406)
821-3913.

For more information contact the Bitterroot National Forest office near you or visit our website at
www.f5.usda.gov/bitterroot. Stay in touch with us through www.facebook.com/DiscoverTheBitterroot and
www.twitter.com/BitterrootNF.

Have a safe and enjoyable outing and Happy Holidays!

Bitterroot National Forest — Hamilton 363-7100
Stevensville Ranger District - 777-5461

Sula Ranger District - 821-3201

Darby Ranger District - 821-3913

West Fork Ranger District - 821-3269
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