
Ravalli County Commissioners Office

From: McKay, Tod G -FS <tgmckay@fs.fed.us>
Sent: Saturday, August 30, 2014 12:17 PM
Subject: Three Mile Fire - Noon update
Attachments: Three Mile - 8-30-14.docx; photo 2.JPG; photo 3.JPG; photo4.JPG

See today's fact sheet on the Three Mile fire east of Florence. The photos of the Mountain Lion cubs rescued by
firefighters were taken by Cory Rennaker, Bitterroot National Forest Helitack. Thanks!

FACT SHEET

Three Mile Fire

Contact: Public Affairs Officer: Tod McKay

Phone: 406-363-7122

Cell: 406-531-1130

August 30, 2014

What: Wildland Fire

Detected: August 29 - 3:00 p.m.
Location: Approx. 9 miles east of Florence - Sapphire Mountains

Narrative: The Three Mile fire located east of Florence on state land did not grow in size
overnight. The quick response yesterday by fire crews on the ground and multiple aircraft (3
helicopters - 2 SEATS) is credited with keeping the blaze in check and from growing

larger. The bucket work by helicopters and the retardant drops were very effective in

suppressing fire activity.

The fire is burning in grass and timber on the Three Mile Wildlife Area, managed by Montana
Fish, Wildlife and Parks. Firefighters remained on the fire overnight and are continuing to build
fire line today and work toward full containment. Crews on scene were able to hold the fire

overnight and there has been no fire growth since yesterday afternoon when 90 degree
temperatures contributed to very active fire behavior.

Current Size: Estimated 48 acres Containment: 0%

Resources on Fire: Lolo Hotshot crew, 4 engines from the Bitterroot National
Forest. Multiple aircraft is available again today if needed. Total personnel assigned to the fire
is 48. Engines from the Stevensville, Florence, and Three Mile rural fire departments assisted

in initial attack efforts yesterday.
i



Air Statistics: The three helicopters working on the Three Mile fire dumped an estimated
20,000 gallons of water on the fire yesterday. The two single engine air tankers dumped more
than 6,000 gallons of fire retardant to keep the fire from spreading.

Cause: Unknown, under investigation

Today's Plan: Fire managers will take advantage of lower temperatures today to reinforce
fire lines and mop up the interior of the fire. Cooler temperatures and higher humidity's are
expected to result in decreased fire behavior today.

Mountain Lion Cubs Rescued: Bitterroot National Forest firefighters rescued a pair of
Mountain Lion cubs yesterday afternoon during initial attack of the fire. The kittens, just a few
weeks old, were taking shelter under a burning log. Firefighters called in a helicopter bucket
drop to douse the log, and the kittens, although wet from the 600 gallons of water, were
rescued by firefighters. See photos attached. Wardens with Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
responded to the fire last night and took custody of the cubs. For additional photos visit
www.facebook.com/DiscoverTheBitterroot.

Closures: There is no threat to structures or closures at this time.

###

Tod McKay
Public Affairs Officer

Bitterroot National Forest

Office: (406) 363-7122

Stay Connected with the Bitterroot National Forest:
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