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Supporting Montana public 
stream access 
By Dustin Temple, Director, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

This story is featured in Montana Outdoors November-December 2023 issue. 

As you read this, duck and goose hunters are hunkered down in fields or crouched in 
blinds along lakes, reservoirs, ponds, rivers, and streams across Montana. We’re in the 
heart of the 2023-24 waterfowl hunting season.  

State law provides waterfowlers public access to hunt along streams and rivers—as 
well as allowing others to fish, kayak, and engage in water-based recreation on those 
waters.  

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks fully supports the Stream Access Law and the 
recreation it provides. Users must stay within the bounds of the law by accessing 
streams and rivers at legal entry points and staying below the ordinary high-water 
mark.  

Few states in the nation have a law like this, which is part of the cherished Montana 
way of life. In most, like Wyoming and Idaho, it’s illegal to walk along any stream or 
river without a landowner’s express permission. In Colorado, it’s even illegal to anchor 
your boat in a river.  

In Montana, stream access is settled law.  

  

Read more>> 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Ravalli County. Do not click links 
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is 
safe. If you believe the email to be malicious and/or phishing email, please use the 
Phish Alert button.  


