
November 27, 2023

Ravalli County Commissioners

•dreg Chllcott
Jeff Burrows

Dan Huls

215 5 4"^ St, STEA

Hamilton, MT 59840

Re: Climate Change and the CWPP

Dear Commissioners:

While Iappreciate the effort that has gone into preparing the 2023 Community Wildfire Protection Plan,
the plan misses some extremely important perspective that must be taken into consideration going
forward:

1. The plan does not call out anthropogenic climate change as a major cause of the increased fire

danger that we see. We are dealing with far more than simply years of fire suppression and

unfettered home construction in the wildland urban interface.

2. Cutting the forest and converting it to a plantation landscape does not significantly reduce the

threat of severe wildfires in the climate era, which is characterized by extreme and sometimes

sudden drought, flood and wind events. A study in Canada found that forest thinning is effective

under historic conditions but under the dry, hot, windy conditions of the climate change era
thinning is nof effective m'reducing fire severity.

3. The most effective protection of homes and property in the Wildland Urban Interface is

aggressive treatment of the home ignition zone around homes. This should be given number one

priority in the CWPP and should be the main emphasis and position of the County.

4. Thinning of the forest up to the wilderness line is a waste of valuable resources, compacts soils

and ruins our beautiful mountain vistas from the valley with many miles of logging roads. It
would be more cost-effective to subsidize conversion to metal roofs for everyone living in the

WUI.

5. A tree requires 20-30 years to turn from a carbon source to a carbon sink. We therefore need

every mature tree to be left standing that we can possibly allow. Only this will mitigate the real

danger that we face in the long run. Planting new trees does not forestall the consequences of

the additional carbon they will introduce over the next 20 years, nor the loss of mature trees to

logging. We do not have this time to waste.

I recognize that you have difficult decisions to make. Please make them with a full awareness of the

scope of the vulnerability of our community to wildfire and the true cause of it.

RECEIVED

NOV 30 2023

Rayalli County Commissioners
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Peter Reynolds

465 Weber Hts, Corvallis, MT 59828

406 381-4829
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