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Ref: Draft Ravalli County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)

Dear County Commissioners

As you know, The Ravalli County Collaborative is a diverse group of volunteers you appointed who
have adopted a mission to promote the wise use and management of public natural resources by
local, state, and federal agencies within Ravalli County. The RCC employs a collaborative forum for
reviewing and developing natural resource actions and policies that affect our community
(Mission Statement RCC Bylaws 2020)

We have reviewed the November 3, 2023, Draft CWPP and appreciate the opportunity to provide
the following comments:

Thank you for supporting the need and providing the resources required to update the 2006 CWPP.
We feel it is a vital tool to help agency decision makers identify and direct actions to mitigate the
high level of wildfire risk that currently exists across the County. We are pleased to see the level of
expertise and the extensive use of the most current knowledge, data, and plans incorporated into
this update.

In our previous comments to the Bitterroot National Forest, we have recognized the need to focus
fire and fuels projects, on both public and private lands, to reduce the risk of property loss to
homeowners and to provide for a higher level of fire fighter safety. We have also recognized the
need to support an interagency approach focusing on the highest risk areas through cross boundary
coordination. The Wildfire Position Statement we adopted on 12/12/2022 is consistent with the
information and approach you have taken in this update.

Section 1: Introduction and Background

We suggest adding a "Vision and Values" Introduction.

Living with fire is an ongoing fact of life here. Perhaps the utility of this document could be enhanced
by adding an introductory section that describes what our community values and envisions as the
desired result of working together on this critical issue.








