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Memorandum

To: Bob Vosen, P.E. - Missoula District Administrator

From: Stan Brelin II, P.E. - Traffic Operations Engineer5^

Date: April 17,2023

Subject: Speed Limit Recommendation
US 93 (N-7) - Stevensville

Please present thefollowing report to Ravalli Countyfor review ami comment. Inform them that
we would prefer to receive all comments in writing within the next 60 days. Comments not
received within 120 days will be regarded as concurrence with the findings ofthis report. Their
comments along with the Department'sfinal recommendation may be presented to the Montana
Transportation Commissionfor action.

Introduction

In February of 2022, Ravalli County requested a speed study be performed on US 93 from South
Kootenai Creek Road to the Stevensville Wye. County Commissioners propose reducing the
speed limit to 45-mph because of safety concerns posed by residents. After reviewing the study
area, it was determined that the area north of the Stevensville Wye would also be reviewed. This
speed study begins at milepost 65 and ends at milepost 68.

Site Characteristics

This segment of US 93 was constructed in 1930. The last geometric improvements occurred in
2021 and 2022. Project NH 7-1(157)66 was a pavement preservation project and resurfaced with
updated signing in 2021. As part of a district wide installation, centerline rumble strips were
installed in the area through HSIP STWD (690) in early 2022. No centerline i-umble strips were
observed within the study area. Within this speed study, US 93 is part of the non-interstate
national highway system (N-7) and classified as a principal arterial. Typical sections are
comprised of four 12-foot travel lanes (two in each direction) with varying shoulder widths.
South of milepost 66 there are 10-foot shoulders and a 14-foot two-way-left-tum lane (TWLTL).
North of milepost 66 the shoulders neck down to 2-feet and the center lane fluctuates between a
raised median, left-turn lane, and a 20-foot TWLTL. There is curb and gutter present between
milepost 66 and milepost 68. A shared use path runs the length of the study on the western side
of the road and pedestrian facilities are available from approximately Horizon Drive to
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