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Update for S&W Sawmill Facility

Background: The S&W Sawmill Facility (Facility) is located approximately a half-mile north of Darby, Montana, at the
intersection of U.S. Highway 93 and Bunkhouse Road. Environmental contamination from the historic sawmill is being
regulated as a Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation & Liability Act (CECRA), or “state superfund,”
facility. Currently, investigation and cleanup are being addressed by the lead liable party, International Paper (IP), under the
oversight of the Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).

Irrigation Ditch Cleanup: At the beginning of 2022 on a portion of Waddell Ditch north of Bunkhouse Road, IP performed an
interim action to cleanup ditch sediments. In this ditch, roughly 1 to 2 feet of sediments were excavated and properly
disposed of offsite at the Missoula Landfill. Sediment samples were collected to document the condition of the sediments
left behind. Clean fill soils were brought to the Facility and used to rebuild the ditch.

Moving forward, IP will continue to monitor the ditch to ensure that water is flowing unobstructed in the area reclaimed. IP
will be collecting surface water samples in the ditch this Spring to determine the effectiveness of the cleanup. Samples will
be collected at specific locations upstream (background) and downstream of the remediated area.

Shallow Soil Cleanup: On the south side of the former sawmill operations area, there is a 10-acre area that had surface soil
contamination, primarily dioxins/furans, that exceeded commercial/industrial cleanup levels for the site. Prompted by local
community interest for additional parking during rodeo events, IP proposed an interim action to cleanup this area. The top
6 inches of soil were excavated and removed from the entire 10-acre area in 2021 and 2022, and this soil was properly
disposed offsite at the Missoula Landfill. IP performed confirmation sampling activities to ensure that the remaining soils
met site-specific cleanup levels that would be suitable for use as a parking lot.

IP still has some minor reclamation activities to perform in this area, including revegetation activities. These activities will be
completed in the Spring of 2023.
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S&W Facility Status: In 2022, IP updated the site-specific cleanup levels for the
Facility. Cleanup levels are determined to ensure protection of human health as
well as protection of groundwater. Following this update, IP was required to
submit a revised Feasibility Study Work Plan (FSWP). The FSWP serves as a
roadmap for evaluating cleanup options appropriate for the Facility. DEQ
anticipates this revised FSWP to be submitted in June 2023.

DEQ anticipates that IP will complete the FSWP and begin the Feasibility Study (FS)
report in 2023, continuing into 2024. DEQ will then prepare the Proposed Plan,
which will identify DEQ's preferred remedy for cleaning up the Facility. The
Proposed Plan will be made available for review and public comment, anticipated
for late 2024. Upon completion of the public comment period, DEQ will evaluate
comments received, make any necessary changes to the final remedy, and issue
the Record of Decision (ROD). The ROD is DEQ's final selection of the remedy for
cleaning up the Facility. IP will be required to implement the actions required in
the ROD and will prepare documents outlining the implementation strategy and
specific engineering design work needed to implement DEQ’s selected remedy. Sediment Excavation in Waddell Ditch




BEVI-v-901
A0S JW @®)||04J

1104 1=q0Yy

:30e3u0) Alj1de4 pia

@)

o]

3

o

g W,
2 2 v 2
2 2 = —]
5 A =

o3 = = w >
: x ¢

(o]

g 5 3 i
=3 C s

: sz P
g g &

g =3 3

(]

o

o

0]

=

2

(o]

n”Ill“”n“[h“nl”lll||l|llllunl””!”lfll!“”![hl!n 1002 EQLZE0EBES

0¥865 LN ‘NOLTIWVH

v 3lins

13341S HIY HINOS §12
SHINOISSININOD ALNNOD ITIVAYY

I|||||||||||||r||;||!||||||||||||e||||||||||||||l||||'|||l||1||||

€20C 90 ¥VWSSZ69€0000 1

009 000 $ 10965 Jg y “ 5

:/

T060-0296S LW ‘Bud|aH

106002 X049 Od

19941 Jepa) S7TT

Ayjenp

|eluawuodiAug -’ ~1edaq euejuolp

aawébasn



