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Bitterroot National Forest Attn: Forest Plan Amendment
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Dear Matt,

The Board of Ravalli County Commissioners (BCC) would like to thank you and the Forest
Service project team for your collaborative efforts during this amendment process for the Bitterroot
Forest Land Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan). We look forward to working with you on
the development and implementation of the amendments.

The Ravalli County Commissioners fully support the following Forest Plan amendments:

1) Old Growth
2) Coarse Woody Debris (CWD)
3) Snags
4) Elk Habitat Effectiveness (EHE)

Ravalli County supports the proposed "programmatic" plan amendments. The current Forest Plan
criteria and requirements for Old Growth, CWD, Snags and EHE are outdated and not based on
the best available science. These amendments will resolve problematic language regarding snags
and CWD and improve old growth forest stands.

Ravalli County is the highest fire hazard area in the state of MT according to the Montana Forest
Action Plan (MFAP). Ravalli County is currently updating the Community Wildfire Protection
Plan (CWPP) to address outdated information in regards to the high fire hazard threat that faces








