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RE: Ravalli County Comments on the Thunder Mountain Project

Dear District Ranger Pliley,

The Board of Ravalli County Commissioners (BCC) would like to thank you, the Forest Service
project team, and Forest Supervisor Matt Anderson for considering our comments on the Thunder
Mountain Project. We look forward to working with you on the development and implementation
of this project.

The Ravalli County Commissioners fully support the project purpose and need:

1) Reduce the likelihood of crown fires within the WUI by altering fuels in both the amount
available to bum and arrangement..

2) Provide for firefighter and public safety in the event ofa wildfire by reducing potential fire
behavior.

3) Promote insect and disease resiliency and increase the health and vigor of early serai
species (ponderosa pine).

Ravalli County agrees with and supports the use of a categorical exclusion for implementation of
the Thunder Mountain Project. We believe there are opportunities to expand the scope and scale
of this project to further support the purpose and need and to provide benefits to the forest,
watershed and animal habitat.




