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Ravalli County Commissioners

DATE: January 17, 2023

Dear Neighbor: I 1 ' ' ' '

I am seeking public comments about the proposed Thunder Mountain Project within the Alta/Thunder
Mountain area on the West Fork Ranger District of the Bitterroot National Forest. The project is located
adjacent to Alta, MT and extends about 1.5 miles southeast of the intersection of the Hughes Creek Road
9630 and the West Fork Highway, in T2S, R22W, Sec 34 and T3S, R22W Sections 2 & 3. This project
proposes to implement several treatments to reduce fuels and stand densities within 4 units covering
approximately 466 acres ofNational Forest lands bordering private property.

Background/Origin
The Thunder Mountain project is located in an area of the Bitterroot National Forest identified as medium
priority for fuel reduction work through the Bitterroot Community Wildfire Protection Plan (DNRC et al.,
2006). Proposed treatments are located within the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) and identified as a
Montana Priority area for Focused Action due to fire risk.

This project is designed to respond to goals and objectives of the Community Fire Plan, Montana Forest
Action Plan, National Fire Plan, National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy and the
Bitterroot Forest Plan. Over the last 15 years the Bitterroot National Forest has worked to plan and
complete fuels reduction activities in priority areas identified by the CWPP to reduce fire impacts on our
communities. This proposal would help move this area towards desired future conditions described in
these plans and complement the work previously completed in adjacent areas.

The proposed actions would occur in Forest Plan Management Areas 1 (Timber Emphasis), 2 (Winter
Range Emphasis using timber management practices) and 3a (Maintain Partial Retention visual quality
objective and manage timber).

What is the purpose and need for the project?
1. Reduce the likelihood of crown fires within the WUI by altering foels in both the amount

available to bum and arrangement.
2. Provide for firefighter and public safety in the event ofa wildfke by reducing potential fire

behavior.

3. Promote insect and disease resiliency and increase the health and vigor ofearly serai species
(ponderosa pine)

Proposed Vegetation and Hazardous Fuel Management
Proposed activities would include mastication, mechanical thirming and non-commercial thinning, piling
(hand and machine), pile burning, low intensity prescribed fire and maintenance burning. These
treatments would reduce ladder fiiels, reduce fuel loadings and change potential fire behavior in the event
of a wildfire in the area. The proposed treatments would also provide defensible space along the forest
boundary with private land creating safer conditions for the private landowners who live in and
firefighters who respond to these areas. Treatments in these areas would build upon previously completed
fuels reduction/prescribed fire activities and allow for increased control while conducting maintenance
burning in those areas.
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