
Blodgett/Mill Lake Fire Information  
Phone: 406-426-9612 daily from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Email:  2022.blodgettlake@firenet.gov 
Date: September 20, 2022  Doug Turman, Incident Commander 

 

Contact Information:  Phone:  406-426-9612 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Email: 2022.blodgettlake@firenet.gov 

 

Start Date: 8/29/2022  Cause: Lightning  Total Personnel: 244         Engines: 3  

Helicopters: 1  Completed: 32% Heavy Equipment: 10 Crews: 6 

 

Fire Name  Acreage (estimated) 

Blodgett Lake  2303 acres 

Mill Lake  913 acres  

Big Creek 156 acres 

Bear Creek 234 acres 

Kootenai Creek:     1 acre 

 

Summary:    

Due to recent precipitation and cooler temperatures, the Bitterroot National Forest has lowered its fire danger to 

"High" down from "Extreme".  

 

The Forest is also lifting Stage 2 Fire Restrictions effective immediately. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/news/bitterroot/news-events 

 

Dry conditions with high north winds are predicted for Tuesday.  The weather conditions may create small 

opportunities for fires to kick back up inside the burn area.  Smoke may be visible in the Bitterroot Valley, but fire 

officials expect minimal growth.   

 

Crews continue to work on the shaded fuel break along the forest boundary. Please use caution and expect 

increased logging truck traffic in the Mill Creek area. 

 

A structure protection group continues coordination with Fire Departments to scout and assess structures adjacent 

to Forest Service land east of Big Creek, Bear Lake, and Blodgett Lake fires. The assessment helps fire officials 

identify opportunities to improve defensible spaces and create a strategy for future fire risk.  Firefighters continue 

widening fuel buffers on road #1325 using wood chippers to clear brush in vulnerable locations. Fire resources 

will be stopping traffic at the intersection of 737 and 1325 to help complete the work that remains. Crews will 

continue work on a continuous indirect control line along the Forest Service - Private Property boundary from Mill 

Creek south to Blodgett Canyon, utilizing heavy equipment.  The Bitterroot Hotshots completed line improvement 

near Don Mackey Point. 

    

The Forest has implemented trail closures across the fire area. Refer to the Bitterroot National Forest website for 

details https://www.fs.usda.gov/bitterroot  

  

Weather:  

Dry weather moved into the valley today with strong northerly winds predicted Tuesday.  Wet conditions are 

expected Wednesday with dryer conditions returning Thursday.   

  

InciWeb: Mill Lake Fire: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/8392/ 

Bitterroot National Forest Website:  https://www.fs.usda.gov/bitterroot 
Air Quality: https://fire.airnow.gov/ 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fs.usda.gov%2Fnews%2Fbitterroot%2Fnews-events%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1nWD9xPOKxIZmzi9VeEvNUAZ-CYwKCHWxq9WU6LYQQmcuU3Ak3QzOXo_E&h=AT2caQnyYgtLGewmtcnuLn0lbh1p3Lh-pqNZSHeQf3eXwoyjW0CMJuIVxrMkXIXihWS3uln8E9WSxAwQ4apCdP0JLcLg_x7vQkdqcDOhTSQcrWT-hbTM23y4tLeZ-h5j8RP8&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2xxWkJrWVNevDwOvup5t4gmdV42sG2gEkdBbLzl5wpLigOmpdSSssQEh3jx7x-B1WXouq6S_LuA9eUbMiNhPm2qeLcxdn4P03YWgIpRjXI5t-GXZfCXODBQ-on9gRD7peFxuNz1-vIHvOHjwqRySzlS6cn2T1KCmKBZ96sChZQ3JOTz1TbPQ5J-yySWsDS4kxx6Dxm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/bitterroot
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/8392/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/bitterroot
https://fire.airnow.gov/

