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Ref: Bitterroot Forest Plan Annendment Proposal, July 2022

The Ravalli County Collaborative (RCC) has received and reviev/ed the scoping announcement for the
Bitterroot Forest Plan Amendment proposal and hereby provides the follov^ing comments.

The Ravalli County Collaborative is a diverse group of volunteers appointed by the Board of Ravaili

County Commissioners w/hose adopted mission is to promote the wise use and management of public

natural resources by local, state, and federal agencies within Ravalli County. The RCC employs a

collaborative forum for reviewing and developing natural resource actions and policies that affect our

community.

The RCC agrees that in the absence of updating the 1987 Bitterroot Forest Land Resource

Management Plan it is necessary and past due to amend the Bitterroot National Forest (BNF)

management standards for old growth, coarse woody debris, and snags. Rolling all three of these

issues into one amendment proposal makes sense as they are intimately related.

Old growth stands are not just big and old trees. Rather old growth stands are living and thriving

ecosystems that provide tremendous and essential benefits for wildlife and important ecosystem

services for humans such as season long filtered water and carbon sequestration. Old growth forest

stands, however, are becoming increasingly uncommon and will require special care and adaptive

management.

The RCC recognizes that identifying and inventorying old growth stands is difficult. Currently, no

generally accepted nor universally applicable definition of old growth exists. This is likely because old

growth stands differ greatly by bioregion and forest type. Therefore, efforts to identify and map old

growth must necessarily be locally (Forest) specific. We support utilizing Green et. al, 1992 to

delineate old growth forest. https://www.fs.usda.gov/proiect/?proiect=57302






