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Greetings from the Bitterroot Affordable Housing Coalition, Sinceour last meeting wiih you m ueceniber
of 2021, the Coalition has gathered more data on homelessness that we'd like to share. We also wanted to
keep you abreast of some progress member nonprofits are making in housing development.

This January, Coalition members went out into the community to perform the annual Point in Time (PiT)
survey, a process that the department of Housing and Urban Development requires ofeach Continuum of
Care nationwide. Using HUD's definition of homelessness, the PiT team gathered information about 138
people who were homeless in Ravalli County on the night of January 27th. Later, the BAHC reviewed
the data and noticed several themes in the responses. Attached is a document outlining these themes
and some potential solutions, along with a full spreadsheet ofPiT Survey findings.

For context, the PiT survey is a tool that captures a limited snapshot ofthe housing insecurity problem in
our community. The count takes place on one night in the middle of winter, by which time many
experiencing homelessness have found temporary solutions (couch-surfingor moving somewhere else for
the season). A team of 6 surveyors are responsible for gathering as much data as they can across the entire
county, over the course ofa week. The HUD definition of homelessness is also limiting, and only
includes people living on the street, using emergency housing services, and residing in structures not
meant for permanent habitation (tents, sheds, and campers without access to hookups); there are many in
Ravalli County who do not fall under this exact definition who still lack access to safe and stable housing.
None the less, the data we retrieved from this section of Ravalli County's homeless population does give
some insight to general trends.

Two of BAHC's member organizations, SAFE (Supporters of Abuse Free Environments) and the Human
Resource Council (HRC) are making progress on projects that address the current housing crisis. SAFE is
expanding their emergency shelter and increasing their capacity by 100%. SAFE applied for Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds with the City of Hamilton and was granted an initial
$1,065,500. SAFE has applied for additional grants and is running a capital campaign to meet their
ultimate goal of $2,375,000 for the project. HRC acquired a centrally located, shovel-ready parcel of land
in the City of Hamilton for construction of 8 affordable rental units. HRC will apply for grant funds for
the construction of the affordable rental units. This follows HRC's development of a 16-unit affordable
housing project. Box Bird, in Stevensville in 2021.

While we hope these projects will provide some relief from the stress of the current housing crisis, there
is much work to be done. Lack ofaffordable housing is the number one issue in the County. High housing
costs have increased overcrowding, homelessness, and reliance upon campers for permanent housing. A
historical lack of housing development at all levels combined with staggering growth rates have led to a
shortage of housing, in particular housing affordable to low and moderate income households. Limited
housing supply has led to skyrocketing prices for both homeownership and rentals.

Members of the Bitterroot Affordable Housing Coalition are always available to come and share our ideas
about the current challenges facing our County. Ifyou'd like more information or if you'd like to talk
more about housing solutions, contact Stacey Umhey at SAFE - 363-2793,
sumhev@safeinthebitterroot.org or Jim Morton at HRC - 728-3710. ipm@hrcxi.org

Thank you for your time.

The Bitterroot Affordable Housing Coalition, District XI Human Resource Council, Supporters ofAbuse
Free Environments (SAFE), The Bitterroot Family Shelter, Ravalli County Head Start, Habitat for
Humanity, Summit Independent Living, Salvation Army, Valley Villas, and community members.




























