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RAVALU COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 42

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING RAVAIXI COUNTY FIRE PERMIT

AND CONTROL REGULATIONS

1. FitiHing-s and Putpose. The Board of Ravalli County Commissioners ("Board") finds that:

It is in the interest of Ravalli County to preserve and protect property and persons from fire.
Chang^g weather conditions may increase the danger of uncontrolled fires.

Given the limitations or potential unavailability of fire suppression resources, public offidais should
have tiie power to restrict certain burning activities.

The Ravaili County Sheriffs Office and rural fire district(s) and fire service area personnd
investigate numerous reports of firesplacinga strain on valuable time and resources. Fires ignited
during unfavorableburning conditions also create a burden on fire protection agencies as wellas
creating a civiland criminal liability for the individual igniting the fire.

2. Authority. The Board has the authority to adopt ordinancespursuant to the procedures set forth
in Titie 7, Chapter 5, Part I, MCA. The Board and each of the rural fire districts and fire service
areasmayestablish controlled burning seasons and permit requirements for its respective
jurisdiction or protection area pursuant to §7-33-2205, MCA.The Board also has authorityand fires'
protection duties set forth in §7-33-2202, MCA. Rural fire districts and fire service areas in Ravalli
County have the autiiorityand obligation to protect against fire pursuant to §7-33-2105 and 7-33-
2402, MCA, Finally, the County Commissioncan restrict activities in high fire hazard areaspursuant
to §7-33-2212, MCA

3. Penalty & Enforcement. The penalty for certainviolations of the regulations adopted imder this
ordinance and state lawis a $500 fineand 6 months imprisonment or both. The penalties for Open
Burning Permit violations herein are authorized in§7-33-2206, MCA Inaddition, other civil le^
remedies are available pursuant to state law and this ordinance.

If a personbums in a manner that is unsafe, damages propertybelonging to another,or places
anyonein danger ofinjuryor death, the Arson laws apply. N^Jigent arson, § 45-6-102, MCA,can be
eithera misdemeanor or a felony, dependingon the circumstances. Misdemeanor charges can cost
up to $500 and/or 6 months in jaiL Felony charges cancost up to $50,000 and/or up to 10years in
prison

4. Severability. If any part of this Ordinance is unenforceable then the remainder shall be
enforceable.

5. Effective Date. The Ravalli County Clerkand Recorder shallpost a copy of this Ordinance and
make copies available to the public upon first reading and approval. This Ordinance shall take effect
thirty (30) days after its secondreading and approval whichshallbe not less than 12 days apart fram
the first reading as required by§ 7-5-103, MCA and has been filed with the Clerk & Recorder as
required by §7-5-105, MCA.




















