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All 1n for water conservation

By Hank Worsech



This story is featured in Montana Outdoors May/June 2022 issue.

It looks like we’re in for another dry summer. As this issue of Montana Outdoors goes
to press in mid-April, snowpack is below or far below normal for most of Montana,
with predictions of continued severe or extreme drought. That could change with
some heavy late-spring snows, but | wouldn’t bet on it.

Here’s what that means for Montana’s fish, wildlife, and outdoor recreation—and what
all of us can do to help.

Last year was Montana’s driest in more than two decades. By October, 100 percent of
the state was in severe drought and 70 percent was in extreme drought. Fort Peck
Reservoir was so low that some boat ramps were left high and dry. Trout numbers in
the upper Clark Fork River reached record lows. The drought also hammered prairie
ponds. These family-friendly fisheries experienced lower water levels, higher water
temperatures, and low dissolved oxygen that in some cases led to fish Kills.

Read more>>
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