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Dear Ravalli County Board of Commissioners:

Thank you for your letter which highlights the collaboration and passion displayed by Ravalli County

toward protecting Montana's elections. Serving as your Chief Elections Officer is truly an honor.

Ravalli County has accomplished something that must be recognized - bringing to the table a Clerk and
Recorder, county attorney, county commissioners and administrators, state legislators, representation
from both major parties' central committees, aspiring candidates, and members of the public together
with a shared commitment to preserving the sanctity of our state's right to vote.

Although everyone did not agree on everything, in the end, a collective decision was made to see how

you could do your part, headquartered in the beautiful Bitterroot, to ensure the purity of elections, and
enhance the trust In the electoral process for your community.

The aspiration by Bitterrooters to work together to identify solutions and make Ravalll County a model
for other counties across the state is outstanding. Our Founding Fathers, for good reason, established a
system that curbs against top-down control in Government. For the same reason, states should not seek
top-down permission from the federal government; local government power and control within our
state must be preserved and respected.

While our citizen-legislature meets every two years to discuss statewide laws, the remainder is rightfully
left to local governments. What Is good for Helena is not necessarily good for Wisdom. What is good for
Wisdom is not necessarily good for Missoula. What is good for Missoula is not necessarily good for
Corvallis. What is good for Washington D.C. is not necessarily good for Montana. The bottom line Is local

control is best.

The collaborative Idea for a local audit as outlined in your letter is creative and intriguing. Such a
proposal would be an area worthy of consideration by the legislature as part of the larger reform I will
be requesting related to Montana's election audits.

It was great to hear commitment from Election Administrator Regina Plettenberg to be a voice in Helena
for election security bills. My office led the charge for a commonsense voter ID requirement and
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