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New Zealand
Mudsnail

Potamopyrgus antipodarum

What they are
These are tiny agquatic snails, originally from New
Lealand, that range in size from a grain of rice ta 1 inch long

Whare they are

I Montana, thess minusoule Snails now i in mast mdjor iroul ivers
eash of LR Contirental Deache, &5 well &5 in Yellowsions Malienal Park
Recently they wene alsoe Tound at Spring Meadow Lake in Helena

How they spread
Too small to be noticed by most anglers and boaters, New Zealand
mudsnaile move from one waterbody to-another in mud attached
to boats, waders, wading boats, and other fishing gear. The gas-
tropods can live for 24 hours withowt water, and for up to 50 days
on damg surfaces. Female mudsnails are self-reproducing and are
born with developing embryos inside them, meaning that a single
mudsnail can establish an antire new colony.

THE MICRO MANAGER

pulari

tality re

INVASIVE SPECIES SPOTLIGHT I

Why wa hate them
MNew Zealand mudsnails
conswme vast amounts

Eniamed of algae neaded by

2w ctual i ;

ok ke native mayflies, caddis
deseil

flies, and other aquatic
invertebrates. In Yellow-
stone Mational Park
rivers, reseanchens from
Montand State University reporoed
dhensitics of up to 850,000 mudinails per Souarnd meler

Mew Zealand mudsnails provide no autrlssnal value far fish
or binds. By closing a “trap door” in their shell opening, they pass
throwgh other animals” digestive tracts unhanmed

Hoaw to got rid of them
It"s tough. These invasive snails first showed up in the Madison
River in ¥995. Once colonies become established in a stream,
removing them is not feasibbe. The first line of defense is prevent-
ing them from spreading in the first place. That's why FWP urges
anglers to clean, drain, and dry all equipment after each use,
especially after visiting infested waters. If you see what looks

liker & Mew Zealand mudsnad, report it af CleanDrainDryMT.com. @

Invasive Species Spotlight: New Zealand Mudsnail

The Micro Manager: "Recruitment"



This story is featured in Montana Outdoors September-October 2021 issue.
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