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Note from the AlS Bureau:

It has been a busy summer and it is good to see things slowing down as we move into the fall. Many
watercraft inspection stations are now closed. Other stations on high risk corridors will remain open
through October. Crews are still out there surveying for AlS, but they will be wrapping up as water
temperatures cool. To date, no evidence of invasive mussels has been detected this season. Great
news. But small populations can be easy to miss and it is important to remain vigilant. Thank you to all
the dedicated partner and FWP staff who work hard to make this program successful.

As a reminder, the Montana AIS Summit will be held December 4-5'" at Carroll College in Helena. It will
be a great opportunity to identify needs and discuss strategies to ensure the best AlS prograwa‘ﬁmn
in 2020. Keep an eye out for more information in the coming weeks.

Watercraft Inspections SEP 30 2019

alli Con issioners
e QOver 110,000 watercraft inspected this season in Montana by partner and FWIBS%#.H"‘ “ounty Comm

o 14 watercraft intercepted transporting zebra / quagga mussels into the state.
o Over 100 watercraft intercepted transporting aquatic weeds.

o Over 11,000 inspections conducted at Glacier National Park.

Watercraft inspection data from this season can be found here: Inspection Data

e FWP enforcement staff conducted over 250 AlS related traffic stops and issued over 100 citations
this season.

e |f no evidence of invasive mussels is found on Canyon Ferry this season, FWP will initiate the process
to remove quarantine requirements for the 2020 boating season.

Boat inspection at Clearwater Junction Watercraft Inspection Station



e Over 1,700 mussel veliger early detection
samples have been collected.

e No evidence of invasive mussels has been
found in Montana this season.

e FWP AIS laboratory is still analyzing high risk
samples within a two-week period of '
receiving them.

e FWP coordinated with the Flathead
Biological Station to conduct a detailed
survey on Tiber Reservoir utilizing
environmental DNA and microscopy
analysis. No evidence of invasive mussels
was detected.

e US Fish and Wildlife Service divers surveyed
Tiber Reservoir in August. No evidence of
invasive mussels was detected.

e New Zealand mudsnails (NZMS) were
detected at a private hatchery facility near
Hamilton. The facility was quarantined, and
eradiation will soon be initiated. Survey
efforts in the area are ongoing. NZMS are
found in a number of locations east of the
Continental Divide, but this is the first
detection west of the Divide. The press
release can be found here: NZMS at
Hatchery,

For more information on NZMS go to:
NZMS Info L o

e Early detection monitoring data can be New Zealand Mudsnails
viewed here: 2019 Early Detection

Monitoring Data

Monitoring crew on Tiber reservoir

e Teachers have applied to attend an AIS curriculum workshop at the Montana Learning Center on
Canyon Ferry Reservoir next month. Science teacher and MLC staff member Kate Mattern will lead
teachers through lesson plans developed by the Flathead Lake Biological Station and the Watershed
Education Network. This workshop if funded by a DNRC-AIS grant and is co-hosted by the Lewis &
Clark Conservation District.




e Monica Boyer, Yellowstone Regional Coordinator for the Central Eastern Montana Invasive Species
Team (CEMIST) is sending AIS information postcards to agriculture stakeholders in the Yellowstone
River region.

ADUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES PREVENTION IN'
THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER 15 WORTH IT

AN ATTACHED MUSSEL 15 AN INVASIVE MUSSEL
Aquatic invasive species pose huge risks to Montana water and our way of life by:

Increasing agriculture costs ey

« Mussels choke off irfgat'on systemns and degradie water supples which impacts arop and
fivestock producton
Loss of recreational opportunities -

* Mussels cause boat darnage, hanm fisheres, and can decreasg access o waterbodies
Increasing utility costs

* Mussels clog publ'c water systerns, intakes, and dams
Degrading habitat and water quality

* fuctels can cause algae blooms and impact nat've species

Contral Eastar Mortana invasive Species Team (CENIST) %&@ s st o g £ i
Working together fo dkengthon and Sunport imiasive species proventon wwaw

® A new population of Asian clams were discovered in Lake EImo (Billings) this summer. FWP is working
with the Billings Bench Water Association to inform their members about the discovery and to be on
the lookout for other populations in the area. Survey efforts are ongoing to determine clam
distribution in the area.
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Broadwater County Conservation District found a unique way to get the Clean-Drain-Dry message in
front of boaters by adding a colorful stencil to the Toston boat ramp. This project was funded by a

DNRC-AIS grant.

A new outreach rack card for Anglers will soon be available from FWP and UC3.

WHAT DD YOU KNOW ABOUT AIS

Mantana has soma of the best fishing in the nation. An invasicn
of aqustic Invasive species (AIS) can Ut thess opportunities and
impair our fsheties.

Aguatic invasive species are non-native plants, animais, ang
pathogent thet causs harm: 13 the srvirsnment, the economy, and
hairhen healh

Prewenting the spread of AIS is Imponant because, once Introduced,
AIS can distupt ecosystems, reduce biodivensiy, And cost timse,
mcney, and resiurces. Onice established, AlS are neody kupossibile
10 eradicate, Provention is our best delerse ogoinst AS!

CLEAN, DRAIN & DRY @ very 1 Yoi e Wate rcroft or equipiient.
regariess of destiootion.

AIS thrastans recreations! fishing. AIS compete 10t 1004, reduce
spawning Ratitat, feed cn young. and impact waler qualty. Scme
3pecies can become @ MUSENCcE 10 ang ks by fouling fishisg lines
and stealng bait. Aquatic invasive plants impact Fsning becauss
thay invide aquatic habitats. Bmit access to tishing spots, and meke
navigation dificult

TIPS TOR ANGLERS

Ta prevent AIS (rom spresding 1o new locetions anglers must take
#CHIon LG removes sy o Lheie bcupment,
bosts, nets. clething. and other gear weed in the waler whiie fshing

hitchhibir
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ANGLERS: CLEAN YOUR GEAR.

When angiers traved 10 fish ot different lokes and streams, they can
unintentionally ranspor aquatic ivasive species (AS). Montena's
biggest throats e buaters end anglurs using Mortana's waters
aftor {ishing in another state o pravinte. Some AlS are 50 tiny—
such as fish giseases. parasaes ang invasive mussel bvae—you
<an only s@@ them under 4 MICTOSCODE.

Take these simple steps every time you fish to be sure you're not
maving invasive species fiom one watsrbody to ancther.

CLEAN

oli plants, mud snd gebiris
from fahing gea, wisders
and baots betor keaving
the walec Usa a scrub brush
¥ reeded

any sanding water from
gear & npongé can help

evernying before using
again. Goar should be Ery

In pddition to the steps above, anglers shouid:
« Ui non-felt solec boots 1o futher reduce the sk of spreadig AIS.
» Compiately dry wadivs before moving to a differont watarbody,

« Alwirys $top at inspection stations if transporting watorcraft
Including rafts, belly and gnft bonts.
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How AIS can impact agriculture. [nformation for landowners and irrigators

Boat season slowing down and AlS highlights. Stations reduce hours

Watercraft inspection and education in Anaconda / Butte. The fight is on

AIS Monitoring Workshop. October 4™ at Georgetown Lake. A great opportunity for partners to learn
more about AIS and how to survey for them. Hosted by the Upper Columbia Conservation Commission
and presented by the Flathead Biological Station and the Whitefish Lake Institute. Contact Phil for
more information: phil.matson@flbs.umt.edu 406-872-4519.

October 9-11: Western Regional Panel of the Aquatic Nuisance Species Taskforce Meeting in
Missoula. WRP

December 4-5: SAVE THE DATE: The Montana AIS Summit at Carroll College in Helena. More

details to follow.
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‘@ AIS SUMMIT

SAVE THE DATE

Bringing together Aquatic Invasive Species
partners from across the state to discuss
progress made and the next steps needed to

Significant changes have been made to the AIS program
following the 2016 detection of invasive mussels in Tiber
Reservoir. Issues and strategies discussed at the Summit will
help inform updates to Montana's AIS Strategic Plan.
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